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H.727 1 

An act relating to the exploration, formation, and organization of union school districts 2 

and unified union school districts 3 

Sec. 1.  § 571 & § 572 Redisignation  pg. 1 4 

Sec. 2.  Repeal of current Chapter 11  pg. 1 5 

Sec. 3  CHAPTER 11.  UNION SCHOOL DISTRICTS  pg. 1 6 

Subchapter 1.  General Provisions 7 

§ 701.  POLICY  pg. 1      8 

§ 702. DEFINITIONS  pg. 2 9 

§ 703.  APPLICATION OF OTHER LAWS AND ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT  pg. 5    10 

Subchapter 2.  Exploration, Formation, and Organization 11 

Article 1.  Process pg. 6 12 

§ 706.  PROPOSAL TO FORM STUDY COMMITTEE; BUDGET AND 13 

MEMBERSHIP  pg. 6 14 

(a)  Establishment of committee.  pg. 6 15 

(b)  Budget and membership.  pg. 7 16 

(c)  Existing union school districts.  pg. 7 17 

(1)  Existing union elementary or union high school district; proposed unified 18 

union school district.  pg. 7 19 

(2)  Existing unified union school district; proposed unified union school 20 

district.  pg. 9 21 
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(3)  Existing union elementary or union high school district; proposed union 1 

elementary or union high school district.  pg. 9 2 

§ 707.  APPROVAL OF STUDY BUDGET; APPOINTMENT OF STUDY 3 

COMMITTEE; PARTICIPATION  pg. 10 4 

(a)  Proposed budget exceeding $50,000.  pg. 10 5 

(b)  Proposed budget not exceeding $50,000.  pg. 12 6 

(c)  Additional costs.  pg. 13 7 

(d)  Grants.  pg. 13 8 

(e)  Subsequent appointments of persons to the study committee; vacancy.  pg. 13 9 

(f)  Formal participation in study committee.   pg. 14 10 

(g)  Additional formal participants.  pg. 15 11 

(h)  Informal participation by other school districts.  pg. 15 12 

§ 708.  STUDY COMMITTEE; NECESSARY AND ADVISABLE DISTRICTS; 13 

CONTENTS OF STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT AND PROPOSED 14 

ARTICLES; DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEE    pg. 16 15 

(a)  Study committee; process.  pg. 16 16 

(b)  Necessary and advisable school districts  pg. 17 17 

(1)  “Necessary” school district.  pg. 17 18 

(2)  “Advisable” school district.   pg. 18 19 

(3)  Existing union elementary or union high school district.  pg. 19 20 
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(c)  Proposal to form union school district; report and proposed articles of 1 

agreement.  pg. 19 2 

(d)  No proposal to form a union school district.  pg. 21 3 

(e)  Dissolution of study committee.  pg. 22 4 

§ 709.  REVIEW BY LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS; CONSIDERATION 5 

AND APPROVAL BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION  pg. 22 6 

§ 710.  VOTE TO FORM UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT pg. 24 7 

§ 711.  VOTE TO ELECT INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE UNION SCHOOL 8 

DISTRICT BOARD  pg. 25 9 

(a)  Election of initial members of union school district board.  Pg. 25 10 

(b)  Representation and term length.  Pg. 25 11 

(c)  Operational terms.  Pg. 25 12 

(d)  Proposed unified union school district.  pg. 28 13 

(1)  Proportional to town population.  pg. 28 14 

(2)  Modified at-large model: allocation to town; at-large representation.  pg. 29 15 

(3)  At-large representation.  pg. 31 16 

(e)  Proposed union elementary or union high school district.  pg. 32 17 

(1)  Proportional to town population.  pg. 33 18 

(2)  Modified at-large model: allocation to town; at-large representation.  pg. 34 19 

(3)  At-large representation.  pg. 36 20 

(f)  Weighted voting.  pg. 37 21 
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§ 712.  CONTENTS OF WARNING ON VOTES TO ESTABLISH THE UNION 1 

SCHOOL DISTRICT AND ELECT THE INITIAL MEMBERS OF THE 2 

UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD  pg. 38 3 

§ 713.  CERTIFICATION OF VOTES; DESIGNATION OF DISTRICT AS UNION 4 

SCHOOL DISTRICT; RECORDING BY SECRETARY OF STATE  pg. 40 5 

§ 714.  INITIAL MEMBERS OF UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD; TALLYING 6 

OF AT-LARGE VOTES; OATH OF OFFICE AND ASSUMPTION OF 7 

DUTIES pg. 42 8 

(a)  Tallying of at-large votes for initial members of board.  pg. 42 9 

(b)  Notification.  pg. 43 10 

(c)  Oath of office; assumption of duties; election of chair and clerk.  Pg. 44 11 

§ 715.  ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING; NOTICE; BUSINESS TO BE 12 

TRANSACTED  pg. 44 13 

(a)  Meeting.  pg. 44 14 

(b)  Notice. pg. 45 15 

(c)  Business to be transacted.  pg. 45 16 

Article 2.  Transition; Dissolution, Reorganization, and Discontinuation of Forming 17 

Districts; Sale of Real Property; Supervisory Unions and Supervisory Districts  pg.48 18 

§ 716.  TRANSITION TO FULL OPERATIONS  pg. 48 19 

(a)  Operational date.  pg. 48 20 

(b)  Roles and authority during transitional period.  pg. 49 21 
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(c)  Assets.  pg. 50 1 

(d)  Liabilities.  pg. 51 2 

(e)  Unpaid expenses.  pg. 52 3 

§ 717.  DISSOLUTION, REORGANIZATION, AND DISCONTINUATION OF 4 

FORMING DISTRICTS pg. 52 5 

(a)  Unified union school district; dissolution of forming districts.  pg. 52 6 

(b)  Union Elementary and Union High School Districts.  pg. 53 7 

(1)  Reorganization of forming districts.  pg. 53 8 

(2)  Dissolution of forming districts.  pg. 53 9 

§ 718.  TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO TOWN IN WHICH IT IS LOCATED 10 

pg. 54 11 

§ 719.  SUPERVISORY UNION; SUPERVISORY DISTRICT  pg. 55 12 

Article 3.  Changes in Union District Membership and  13 

Other Amendments to Articles of Agreement pg. 56 14 

§ 721.  JOINING AN EXISTING UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT pg. 56 15 

(a)  Action initiated by district outside the union school district. pg. 56 16 

(b)  Action initiated by union school district.  pg. 57 17 

(c)  Certification; Secretary of State.  pg. 58 18 

(d)  Powers and responsibilities.  pg. 59 19 

(e)  Australian ballot.  pg. 59 20 

§ 722.  AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT pg. 59 21 
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(a)  The union school district voters.  pg. 59 1 

(b)  The union school district board.  pg. 60 2 

(c)  Reduction of grades operated.  pg. 60 3 

(d)  Number of board members.  pg. 60 4 

(e)  Districts created by State Board order.  pg. 61 5 

(f)  Process.  pg. 61 6 

(g)  Effect of section.   pg. 62 7 

§ 723.  DECISION TO VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT  pg. 62 8 

§ 724.  WITHDRAWAL FROM OR DISSOLUTION OF A UNION ELEMENTARY 9 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OR UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT  pg. 63 10 

§ 725.  WITHDRAWAL FROM OR DISSOLUTION OF A UNIFIED UNION 11 

SCHOOL DISTRICT   pg. 80 12 

Subchapter 3.  Unified Union School Districts 13 

Article 1.  Unified Union School Districts – Boards and Board Members  pg.98 14 

§ 729.  BOARD MEMBERS; TERM; CONDUCT OF MEETINGS; QUORUM AND 15 

VOTING; POWERS AND DUTIES pg. 98 16 

§ 730.  UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS; NOMINATION 17 

AND ELECTION; BOND  pg. 100 18 

(a)  If by Australian ballot.  pg.100 19 

(1)  Proportional to town population.  pg. 100 20 

(2)  Modified at-large model: allocation to town; at-large representation. pg. 101 21 
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(3)  At-large representation.  pg. 103 1 

(b)  If not by Australian ballot.  pg. 105 2 

(c)  Bond.  pg. 105 3 

(d)  Notification.  pg. 105 4 

§ 731.  VACANCY ON UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD pg. 106 5 

§ 732.  UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET; PREPARATION AND 6 

AUTHORIZATION  pg. 108 7 

§ 733.  ANNUAL REPORT; DATA  pg. 109 8 

Article 2.  Unified Union School Districts – Officers, Annual 9 

Meetings, and Special Meetings pg. 109 10 

§ 735.  OFFICERS; ELECTION; TERM; VACANCY; BOND pg. 109 11 

§ 736.  OFFICERS; POWERS, DUTIES, AND LIABILITIES pg. 111 12 

§ 737.  WARNINGS OF UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETINGS pg. 112 13 

§ 738.  CHECKLIST FOR UNION DISTRICT MEETINGS WHERE VOTING IS 14 

CONDUCTED FROM THE FLOOR  pg. 115 15 

§ 739.  CONDUCT OF VOTE IF BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT pg. 116 16 

§ 740.  PREPARATION AND FORM OF AUSTRALIAN BALLOT pg. 116 17 

§ 741.  COUNTING OF AUSTRALIAN BALLOTS pg. 117 18 

§ 742.  COMMINGLING AND REPORTING OF ALL VOTES CAST BY 19 

AUSTRALIAN BALLOT AND FROM THE FLOOR  pg. 119 20 

§ 743.  BOND ISSUES; DEBT LIMIT pg. 120 21 
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Subchapter 4.  Union Elementary School Districts and  1 

Union High School Districts  pg. 121 2 

§ 745.  DEFINITIONS  pg. 121 3 

Article 1.  Union Elementary and Union High School Districts – Boards 4 

and Board Members  pg. 122 5 

§ 747.  BOARD MEMBERS; TERM; CONDUCT OF MEETINGS; QUORUM AND 6 

VOTING; POWERS AND DUTIES pg. 122 7 

§ 748.  UNION ELEMENTARY AND UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD 8 

MEMBERS; NOMINATION AND ELECTION; BOND  pg. 124 9 

(a)  If by Australian ballot.  pg. 124 10 

(1)  Proportional to town population.  pg. 124 11 

(2)  Modified at-large model: allocation to town; at-large representation. pg. 126 12 

(3)  At-large representation.  pg. 127 13 

(b)  If not by Australian ballot.  pg. 129 14 

(c)  Bond.  pg. 130 15 

(d)  Notification.  pg. 130 16 

§ 749.  VACANCY ON UNION ELEMENTARY OR UNION HIGH SCHOOL 17 

DISTRICT BOARD pg. 130 18 

§ 750.  UNION ELEMENTARY OR UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET; 19 

PREPARATION AND AUTHORIZATION pg. 134 20 

§ 751.  ANNUAL REPORT; DATA pg. 134 21 
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Article 2.  Union Elementary and Union High School Districts – 1 

Officers, Annual Meetings, and Special Meetings pg. 135 2 

§ 753.  OFFICERS; ELECTION; TERM; VACANCY; BOND  pg. 135 3 

§ 754.  OFFICERS; POWERS, DUTIES, AND LIABILITIES  pg. 137 4 

§ 755.  WARNINGS OF UNION ELMENTARY AND UNION HIGH SCHOOL 5 

DISTRICT MEETINGS  pg. 138 6 

§ 756.  UNION DISTRICT MEETINGS CONDUCTED FROM THE FLOOR pg. 141 7 

§ 757.  CONDUCT OF VOTE IF BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT pg. 143 8 

§ 758.  PREPARATION AND FORM OF AUSTRALIAN BALLOT  pg. 143 9 

§ 759.  COUNTING AND REPORTING RESULTS OF VOTE BY AUSTRALIAN 10 

BALLOT  pg. 759 11 

(a)  Process if commingled.   pg. 144 12 

(b)  Process if not commingled.   pg. 145 13 

§ 760.  BOND ISSUES; DEBT LIMIT pg. 146 14 

Subchapter 5.  Districts Formed Pursuant to Prior Laws pg. 148 15 

§ 763.  RATIFICATION; ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT; APPLICATION OF 16 

CHAPTER  pg. 148 17 

§ 764.  SECRETARY OF STATE; RECORDING CERTIFICATES  pg. 149 18 

Sec. 4.  Withdrawal Actions Approved by State Board; New Districts with an 19 

Operational Date on or After July 1, 2023  pg. 149 20 
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Sec. 5.  Withdrawal Proposals on Which the State Board Has Not Taken Action; 1 

Alternative Governance Proposal Previously Presented  pg. 153 2 

Sec. 6.  Withdrawal Proposals on Which the State Board Has Not Taken Action; 3 

Union District Created by the Electorate  pg. 161 4 

Sec. 7.  Withdrawal Proposals; No Final Ratification Votes  pg. 170 5 


